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Christ the King Sunday, Year A 
Nov. 26, 2017 
St. James, Wheat Ridge 
 
By the Rev. Becky Jones 
 
 
Has anyone here come home yet with the new IPhone X?  
 
It was just released Nov. 3,  
and it carries the shockingly high price tag of $1,000, 
which seems like an awful lot for a phone. 
But it does have some nifty features, if you can afford one.  
 
The most fantastical feature in the newest iPhone model  
is the way you unlock it. 
We have moved beyond passwords and fingerprints. 
The newest iPhone uses facial recognition software 
to open for its owner and nobody else.  
 
The way I understand it, the iPhone is equipped with 3D mapping sensors. 
When you look at your phone,  
it sees your face through a sort of grid system 
and can automatically tell just how far apart your eyes are,  
how big your nose is , 
the shape of your eye brows,  
the shape of your lips.  
 
In an instant, it can sense all these things,  
and it can determine  
whether the face it’s looking at  
belongs to its owner or someone else.  
 
Apple says there is less than a one in a million chance  
that the iPhone sensors can be fooled  
into opening up for someone else.  
It HAS happened.  
There are reports that two brothers  
have been able to open each other’s new iPhones,  
and there’s also a report that a woman’s 10-year-old son  
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was able to open up her new phone. 
But on the whole, unless you have an evil twin out there that you’re worried 
about, 
this facial recognition thing seems pretty secure.  
 
The bigger problem is not that it opens for the wrong person, 
but that it won’t open for the right one.  
It seems that it doesn’t ALWAYS recognize its owner’s face, 
or it takes a long time to recognize its owner,  
longer than it should. 
Sometimes the angle is wrong,  
or the lighting is wrong, 
or you may change your hairstyle,  
or put on glasses,  
or do something to make yourself look different 
and it just doesn’t recognize you. 
But Apple says not to worry.  
You can always open it with your passcode if it doesn’t recognize your face. 
What’s more, this gets better over time. 
The more your iPhone looks at you,  
the more it gets to see you from all different angles, 
the more it gets to know you, 
the fewer problems it has recognizing you. 
Eventually, your iPhone will recognize you instantly, 
no matter what you look like.  
 
Wouldn’t it be great if we humans were as smart as our smart phones? 
Wouldn’t it be great if we could look at a face and unfailingly recognize it? 
Wouldn’t it really be great  
if we could look into a human face 
and see there the face of Jesus Christ? 
 
Because fantastical as this sounds, 
this is exactly what we are called to do. 
Remember Jesus’s words: 
“When you did it to one of the least of these, my family,  
you did it to me.” 
 
This is a profoundly important theological concept. 
Jesus said that God is here, in the messiness and ambiguity of human life.  
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God is here, particularly in our neighbor, in the one who needs us. 
If you want to see the face of God  
look into the face of the least of these –  
the vulnerable, the weak, the children.  
 
In the entire New Testament, 
there is only one description of the last judgment,  
and it is our gospel lesson this morning  
from the 25th chapter of Matthew.  
Notice, there is nothing in this passage about religious practices.  
There is not a word in here about theology or orthodoxy or creeds.  
There is nothing in it about what people are expected to believe  
or lines they are expected not to cross.  
There’s not even anything about baptism or regular church attendance. 
There is only one criterion here for placement among the sheep rather than 
the goats,  
and that is whether or not we saw Jesus Christ in the face of the needy,  
and whether or not we opened ourselves up  
and gave ourselves away in love in his name.  
 
 
It IS important to note the political and economic dimensions of this 
passage. 
The coming Christ is speaking to “the nations.” 
It’s not just individuals who can fail to recognize Christ and follow his call. 
Nations can as well. 
In this passage, nations are judged  
not by military power 
but in power that feeds the hungry, 
gives comfort to the thirsty, 
builds up the marginalized. 
 
I believe that Christ’s evident concern about those in prison 
is a real challenge for us today, 
and unless we want to end up in the goat yard 
we need to do a better job 
ensuring that our legal system is just, 
and that prisons allow for healing and reformation 
of wounded souls, 
not just holding tanks  



 4 

that rob the desperate of all hope and all humanity. 
 
I feel sure there is no place in God’s realm 
for the amoral regard for profits 
to the exclusion of concern for the poor, 
and the disregard of the needs 
of the most vulnerable members of society.  
As a nation, 
I fear we ARE going to have some ugly things to answer for. 
 
But Judgment Day is not yet. 
Today we mark another occasion. 
Today we celebrate the end of our liturgical year in the church. 
We end the year with a bang,  
with a festival we call Christ the King Sunday. 
a day to celebrate the magnificence of Christ, 
the reign of Christ. 
Today is a day to proclaim that Christ’s Kingdom HAS come, 
and that we are citizens of that kingdom. 
 
Next Sunday, we move into a new year, a new season, 
the season of Advent. 
It’s going to feel very different from today’s festivities. 
We as a church will move into a period of anticipation, 
of waiting, waiting, waiting for the one who is to come.  
 
And all of us, 
the sheep and the goats alike, 
will be looking for the king, 
for the one we know is coming.  
But WHEN will he come? 
And how? 
 
What could be more surprising  
than a God who comes to dwell with us  
in the form of a poor, helpless child  
born in obscurity to refugee parents?  
Indeed, God came to us as 'one of the least of these' –  
and still does.  
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So it is to our benefit to be on the lookout for him, 
especially in the faces of the most vulnerable. 
At first, it may not be easy to spot him there. 
Oh, sometimes it may be clear to us. 
But other times, when the angle isn’t quite right, 
or the light is different, 
or he doesn’t look like what we thought he would look like, 
we can be very slow in responding. 
 
But just like those new iPhones 
The more we look for Christ, 
the more we get to see Christ from all different angles, 
the more we get to know him, 
the fewer problems we’ll have recognizing him.  
And eventually we’ll be able to look in the face of anyone, 
but especially into the faces of the least of these, 
and see there the face of the one who bought and paid for us, 
the one who owns us, body, mind and soul. 
And we will open ourselves again and again and again, 
And as our love overflows to the world around us, 
we will discover what sheep have always known: 
He himself has made us, and we are his. 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


