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Second Sunday of Advent, Year B 
Dec. 10, 2017 
St. James, Wheat Ridge 
 
By the Rev. Becky Jones 
 
Picture it. 
The year is somewhere around the sixth century B.C., 
So roughly about 2,500 years ago. 
YHWH, the God of Israel, has assembled the heavenly host. 
We can think of it as an emergency meeting. 
At issue is the situation of God’s children, the people of Israel.  
They are in utter misery.  
 
They’ve been defeated in war,  
and they’ve been carried off into exile by the Babylonians.  
All the structures that shaped their lives are gone.  
Their temple has been destroyed.  
Their homeland has been laid waste.  
They’re being made to worship the Babylonian god Marduk, 
A god they don’t know anything about. 
 
To get some sense of their predicament 
Think, for example, of the ways in which Native Americans have 
been treated in our own history. 
They’ve been the victims of a calculated attempt to destroy their 
culture and religion. 
So it was for ancient Israel. 
 
God responds by bringing together this council.  
God is prepared to announce a message intended for the people of 
Israel. 
And the message is this: 
God wills comfort and consolation  
To those in the very depths of despair. 
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Comfort, comfort my people, God says. 
Speak tenderly to them. 
 
Cry to them that they’ve served their term, 
Their penalty is paid, 
And I will give them back twice as much as they’ve lost. 
 
Can you hear in your mind God saying these words? 
Can you imagine God dispatching angels and calling on the 
prophet Isaiah 
To get this word out?  
God wants God’s people to know that he is gonna feed his flock, 
like a shepherd, 
That he will gather his lambs in his arms, 
And carry them and gently lead them.  
Gently, like a mother.  
Like a mother, holding a child who has been punished and now 
needs comforting. 
“Here I am!” says the mother. 
“Here I am,” says God. 
 
So here’s the question I’d like to put to you this morning: 
Who is this message intended for? 
Was it meant just for Israel,  
those carried off into exile 2500 years ago? 
Or did God mean it for a broader audience as well? 
 
Certainly Christians believe that this message  
was meant not just for the ancient Israelites, 
But for us, too.  
The early church looked to Isaiah’s words  
to help it begin to understand the life and ministry of Jesus.  
When Isaiah said “Here is your God,”  
we think he was referring to Christ. 
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Our gospel passage this morning quotes Isaiah,  
to start to explain how the coming of Christ was foretold,  
and how John the Baptist would precede him. 
 
But I don’t think even that exhausts the meaning of this Scripture.  
Is it possible that God means these words  
to comfort anyone, in any generation, 
Who feels himself or herself forced into some kind of exile? 
Is it possible God intended these words for anyone who,  
for whatever reason, can’t go home?  
For anyone who, for whatever reason,  
feels he or she has been punished,  
and now is filled with regret?  
For anyone who is under the thumb of oppression, 
whether in the form of a conquering army  
or hounding creditors  
or an illness 
or an addiction that holds them captive? 
 
And while we’re pondering that question,  
here’s another one: 
Just who is supposed to BEAR this message?  
Is this a task just for angels?  
For prophets, like Isaiah and John the Baptist? 
Or might this be a message  
that we ALL are commissioned to carry?  
Might we not all become bearers  
of this divine promise of comfort and consolation?  
 
If we are ALL to be messengers of divine comfort,  
Then maybe we can relate to the prophet Isaiah, 
Who reluctantly asks, “What shall I cry?” 
“God, just what the heck is it that you want me to say?”  
 
“Sorry, God, but this message that you want delivered… 
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It’s utterly preposterous!”  
How is anyone supposed to take seriously this claim 
That you will appear in glory?  
And that everyone will see it all together?  
You’re kidding right?  
How do you sell a message like that?  
No one will believe it! 
If we start delivering a message like that, 
We’ll be all alone, a voice crying in the wilderness.” 
 
When you take a look at our world,  
we see how preposterous this message is going to sound.  
The God of Israel, the god spoken of by Isaiah  
and by John the Baptist, 
often seems to have very little power in this world. 
Other gods command our loyalty and our worship. 
They don’t have names like Marduk. 
But they do have names like … consumerism.  
Capitalism.  
Individualism.  
American exceptionalism.  
 
What’s more, religious zealotry  
often pits one image of God against another. 
How dare we speak of this God  
who promises to become present 
in a way that all people shall see it together?  
 
But this is precisely what the faithful people of God  
have been commissioned to do.  
In the face of ridicule and indifference,  
we are to speak of this God 
whose fierce compassion and care for humankind 
trumps the power of the other “gods”  
who seem to control human society.  
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Advent – this time before Christmas –  
is a time for us to hear these promises that God has made. 
But it’s also a time for us to find our own voice, 
To overcome our fears of ridicule and rejection,  
And to speak words of comfort and assurance  
to anyone who feels separated from  
or abandoned by God. 
It’s time for us to join with angels and prophets 
And with all the faithful people of every generation 
And proclaim that God WILL arrive 
And WILL COME in gentle power.  
 
We are not only the recipients of this good news, 
We must also be the bearers of this good news.  
Each of us needs to do our part  
to take this message of comfort 
into a hurting, polarized, hate-filled world.  
 
Tell the people down in the valleys of this world, 
That every valley is being lifted up, 
And tell the people on the mountains of this world 
That every mountain and hill is being made low.  
Tell the people who have lost their way in the wildnerness 
That their path is being made straight.  
 
It’s being made straight by the one who came,  
And continues to come, again and again, every day, 
To comfort, comfort God’s people.  
THAT is the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 


